
We all have a part in making Janes village 
a great neighborhood.  Here are a few 
tips from neighborhood associations and 
real estate professionals to help 
improve the local neighborhood. 

• Turn on the porch light.  Crime 
declines in neighborhoods that are 
well lit.   

• Walk around the block.  It gets you out 
and visible and its simple to do. 

• Drive slowly on neighborhood streets. 

• Get to know the names and interests of 
your neighbors. 

• Pick up litter near your home and keep 
curbs, sidewalks cleaned of debris. 

• Exchange phone numbers with your 

neighbors.  This is especially 
important in case of an emergency. 

• Get to know the children and youth in 
the neighborhood and help to make 
them feel safe and welcome. 

• Report crime.  Whether is it graffiti , 
petty vandalism or a serious incident, 
police cannot help if they don’t know 
about it. 

• Stay where you are.  Stable 
neighborhoods are built on long-term 
residents.  

• Become involved in a neighborhood 
group or organization.  You will be 
better informed about neighborhood 
issues and can have an active role in 
making changes that are for the 
better. 

Do you live in an authetic Janes 
Cottage?  How do you know?  What 
is the history of your house and this 
unique neighborhood?  Tim Gregory, 
the Building Biographer will be the 
featured presenter at the Janes 
Village annual meeting this year.  
The meeting is scheduled for 
Sunday, April 22nd, 2:30 PM at 
Christ the Shepherd Lutheran 
Church at the corner of Altadena 
Dr. and Glenrose.   

Mr. Gregory was involved in much 
of the research that first brought 
Janes Village to its status as a 
Altadena Heritage Area.  He has 
some wonderful new photos and 
information about the Grand 
opening of the Janes Cottages.   
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WELCOME 
NEIGHBORS! 
 
 We’re off to a good 
start with our new 
Board of Directors 
and we’re rarin’ to go. 
Let me introduce you 
to them:   President – 
Elsie Strong; Vice 
President – Jennifer 
Donkin;  
Secretary/Treasurer 
– Dee Bartholomew; 
Yahoo Groups 
Moderator – Heather 
Houseman;  Webmaster 
– Sharon Ding; Carol 
Brown; Nina Paddock; 

Honorary 
Board Member Emeritus 
– Michael Baietti. 
Our goal is to keep the 
Janes Village community 
informed as to what is 
going on in our 
neighborhoods and to 
get involve in activities 
benefitting Janes 
Village owners and 
the Altadena community 
as a whole. 
 
 Speaking of Janes 
Village owners, our 
website, 
JanesVillage.org, will 
be updated soon 

and our webmaster is 
working diligently to 
get this done.  I’ve heard 
that a few 
folks were wondering if 
this would ever get 
done, so let me assure 
you that 
everyone’s aware of 
this, so please be patient 
with us. 
 
The Board of Directors 
would like to have more 
community meetings and 
would 
like for everyone to 
participate.  We need to 
come together as a 

of two new parking lots; 
new walkways; new secu-
rity lighting; landscaping 
and irrigation.  Cur-
rently work is being done 
on the swimming pool and 
locker room building.  It 
should be completed by 
this summer in time for 
swim lesson and open 
swim.   
Other activities that take 
place in the park include: 
• African Dance Les-

If you haven’t stopped by 
lately, you should check 
out the improvements 
that have been made at 
the Loma Alta County 
Park located a short 
walk from the heart of 
Janes village.   
 
Construct on the new 
13,500 sq. ft. gymnasium 
and community building is 
completed as well as the 
renovation and expansion 

sons 
• After School Program 
• Beginner and Interme-

diate Wrestlin 
• Cheerleading 
• Community Gardens 
• Cooking Classes 
• Cultural Events 
• Health and Job Fairs 
• Holiday and Summer 

Day Camps 
• Sports Leagues 
• Summer Lunch Pro-

gram 

Altadena Historical Society 
general meeting on Monday 
evening, April 23rd. Mr. 
Rippens' presentation will 
focus on the impact of the dam 
break on Los Angeles, and he 
will share photographs of the 
destruction which took the 
lives of over 450 people and 
brought a sudden end to the 
illustrious career of William 
Mulholland.  
 
In January, AHS sponsored a 
screening of the film "Eaton's 
Water," which highlighted an 
even earlier effort to bring 
water to thirsty Southern 
California. In the ensuing 
discussion, the speakers 
emphasized the need for water 
conservation. By contrast, 
Paul Rippens' presentation will 
focus on how man's attempts 
to harness water can 
sometimes do more harm than 

good. 
 
Paul Rippens is retired as 
Chief Forester of the County 
of Los Angeles Fire 
Department and lives in San 
Dimas, California. He has 
written articles for The 
Branding Iron, the quarterly 
publication of the Los 
Angeles Corral of 
Westerners and published 
books on Henninger Flats 
and Historic Mt. Lowe. Mr. 
Rippens' books will be 
available for purchase at the 
meeting. 
 
The program will begin at 
7:30 P.M. at the Altadena 
Community Center located at 
730 East Altadena Drive, 
Altadena 91001. The meeting 
is free and open to the public. 

The St. Francis Dam was 
completed in 1926 to regulate 
the flow of water from the 
Owens Valley to Los Angeles. 
On the morning of March 12, 
1928, Los Angeles Department 
of Water and Power Chief 
Engineer William Mulholland 
was called in to inspect new 
leaks in the dam. He proclaimed 
the dam to be perfectly safe. 
Before midnight of that same 
day, the St. Francis Dam 
collapsed, sending 12 billion 
gallons of water on a 
destructive rampage through 
the canyons of Los Angeles 
and Ventura counties to the 
Pacific Ocean over 50 miles 
away.  
 
Author Paul Rippens, author 
of The Night of the Flood, The 
St. Francis Dam Disaster, will 
present the facts of this 
cataclysmic event at the next 
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program on 
the  
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April 23rd  
 
7:30 PM  
 
Altadena 
Community 
Center 

 

community, share 
ideas to improve our 
neighborhood and start 
planning some 
community events to get 
to know one another.  
Let’s strive for this and 
make ourselves proud. 
Who knows………we might 
just end up being the 
best community in 
Southern California. 
 
    Elsie Strong 

L o m a  A l t a  P a r k  N e w  
F a c i l i t i e s  

• Teen Club 
• Tiny Tots Program 
• Volley Ball and 

Indoor Soccer 
• Youth/Adutl/Co-

ed Bastetball 
Leagues  



Commander) 

• Custody Operations Division 
(Unit Commander) 

• Leadership & Training Division 
(Division Operations 
Lieutenant) 

• Internal Affairs Bureau 
(Investigator-Sergeant) 

• Safe Streets Bureau (Gang 
Enforcement Team Leader-
Sergeant) 

• Station Detectives - Sergeant 

• Court Services Division  
  
Captain Blow's career is 
highlighted by his participation in 
various programs such as his 
alumni status with the Leadership 
Southern California (Corro 
Foundation), and graduation 

from the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, N.A. Academy. 
Achievements of performance 
have been noted as a recipient of 
the Sheriff Department's 
Meritorious Service Award, 
Exemplary Service Award and the 
Commendation for Quality 
Service Award/Custody Division.  
 
His favorite quotation is an age-
old principle, "Do violence to no 
man, neither accuse any falsely; 
and be content with your wages." 
 
 Captain Joe Gutierrez will be 
transferring to the Special 
Victims Bureau where he will 
oversee crimes committed 
against adolescents. 

2007 Summer Concert Series  

6/2/2007 — Louis Taylor - Jazz  

6/16/2007 — Little Red and the Mean 

Machine - Blues  

6/30/2007 — Brian Hughes - Jazz 

guitar http://www.brianhughes.com/ 

7/14/2007— Riders of the Purple 

Sage - Country  

http://www.ridersofthepurplesage.com/ 
7/28/2007 — Downbeat Express 

(Altadena's Big Band) - Big Band 

Sound  

8/4/2007 —The Groove - Oldies 

Rock 'n Roll http://thegrooveonline.net 

8/18/2007 —Clarita and Arte 

Flamenco - Spanish Dance http://

www.arteflamenco.com/ 

9/1/2007 —TBD  

9/15/2007 —Johnny Cash Tribute - 

Terry Lee Goffee  

http://www.terryleegoffee.com/  

replacement sponsor. If you know 
anyone who would like to help 
support the Series, please drop 
us a note at 
info@altadenasheriffs.org, or 
contact Deputy Sam Estrada at 
626-296-2103. 
Below is schedule for the 
concert series.  All concerts are 
at 7:00 PM in the amphitheater at 
Farnsworth Park, 568 E. Mount 
Curve Ave..  For more information 
call (626) 296-2103. or check the 
website at 
www.altadenasheriffs.org.   
 
We hope to see you at the park. 

The free summer concerts in 
Farnsworth Park are an 
Altadena Tradition.   
We are just a couple of months 
away from the 11th annual 
Summer Concerts in the Park 
series and we have just about 
firmed everything up for another 
successful Concert Series. 
 
 But... We are still in the need of 
sponsors. One of our major 
$5,000 sponsors was not able 
to come through with their 
promise, and we may have to 
cancel 3 or more concerts. We 
are currently looking for a 
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As of April 1st 
our Altadena 
Station has a new 
Commander, 
Captain 
Roosevelt Blow. 
Captain Blow 
comes to us from 
the Community 
College Bureau 
where he was 

Captain overseeing the nine 
campuses. 
 Captain Roosevelt Blow has 
more than twenty-nine years of 
service with the Los Angeles 
County Sheriff's Department. His 
career with the Sheriff's 
Department encompasses the 
following experiences and 
assignments:  

• Patrol Division (Unit 



oversee properties in the City 
of Los Angeles not 
unincorporated areas such 
as Altadena.   

The county conducted a 
study on the feasibility of a 
Historic Preservation 
Ordinance, however, they are 
not currently working on the 
project.  

At the county level the 
Historic Preservation 
appears to be lifeless.  
However, members of 
Historic Janes Village pledge 
to continue to investigate 
and revive this issue.  If 
anyone out there has any 

There is much interest and 
discussion surrounding the 
possibility of historic Janes 
Cottages qualifying under 
the Mills act property tax 
Abatement. 

The Mills Act contracts are 
between the property owner 
and the local government 
granting the tax abatement. 
Each jurisdiction individually 
determines the criteria and 
requirements for 
participation.   

Discussions with the Los 
Angeles Office of Historic 
Preservation proved 
fruitless since they only 

information, or is motivated 
to investigate this tax 
abatement further,  please 
share it with the 
neighborhood at the Janes 
Village website.   

I s  t h e r e  a  T a x  B r e a k  f o r  H i s t o r i c  
J a n e s  C o t t a g e s ?  

JOIN THE JANES VILLAGE 
USER GROUP AT 

WWW.JANESVILLAGE.ORG 

Mission Statement 
 

The goal of the 
residents of Janes 

Village is to celebrate 
the unique character 

and architectural 
significance of homes 

built by Elisha P. Janes 
and to foster a sense of 
community within this 

historic area. 

Deliver to: 
Historic Janes Cottage Resident 


